apatite cooling ages in the hanging wall of Vaikrita Thrust (VT) cluster around 0.8 Ma along the Goriganga valley, 1.5 Ma along Darma valley and 2 Ma along Kaliganga valley. In the footwall side ages are older and cluster around 1.6 Ma along Goriganga valley. Only one sample has been dated as 2. Figure  2 ). It indicates a constant parallelism between the surface and closure temperature implying a steady-state condition between topographic and exhumation since Pliocene. The distribution of the FT ages in all valleys suggests active movements along the VT that is almost synchronous along strike in the Kumaon region.
On the other hand, the AFT ages from the CCB (Lesser Himalayan Crystalline) are much older than the HHC. The ages range from 7.6 ± 0.6 Ma to 17.9± 0.9 Ma. Within the CCB, the AFT data statistically fall in two distinct groups: for southern block the ages range from 12.9 ± 1.1Ma to 17.9± 0.9 Ma, while for northern block it ranges from 7.6 ± 0.6 Ma to 9.8 ± 0.6 Ma (Patel et al., 2007) . It implies differential exhumation history in the hanging wall and footwall blocks of the CCT within the CCB. It appears to be possibly due to structural-controlled erosive exhumation since middle Miocene.
